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banded with black crosswise instead of longitudinally.
They affect woods, as their name implies. We have only
one Woodcock in India, and this is much bigger than any
of our Snipes, being about fourteen inches long, while
the others never more than barely exceed a foot.

Of the Snipes ordinarily so called, the Wood Snipe and
Solitary Snipe are recognizable by their large size, being a
foot in length.

The Wood Snipe is shorter-winged than the other big
Snipe, having a wing of five-and-a-half inches from knuckle
to tip as against six-and-a-half in the Solitary. It is,
however, longer in the leg, the shank from hock to toes
being more than half as long as the bill, whereas in the
Solitary Snipe the bill is more than twice as long as the leg.

Then there are the two common medium-sized Snipes,
between ten and eleven inches long, the Fantail and Pin-
tail, which are easily distinguished by the peculiarity of the
tails, the former having that appendage entirely composed
of ordinary feathers, while on each side of the Pintail's
there are several narrow, almost wire-like feathers, whence
it derives its name.

The little Jack, which is as small as any Snipe known,
is easily distinguishable by his small size, under nine inches,
besides which his pointed tail and the green and purple
gloss on his back mark him out at once.

Only four species of Woodcocks are known, of which
only one is found in the continental part of the Old World;
the other three being the Moluccan, Javan, and American
Woodcocks.